
Habit 3 Quotes 
 

And then on day you find 10 years have got behind you 
No one told you when you run – you missed the starting gun.    

- Pink Floyd 
 

What one thing could you do in your personal and professional life that, if you did on a 

regular basis, would make a tremendous positive difference in your life? Quadrant II 

activities have that kind of impact. Our effectiveness takes quantum leaps when we do 

them.           ~ Stephen R. Covey  

 

You have to decide what your highest priorities are and have the courage—pleasantly, 

smilingly, nonapologetically, to say “no” to other things. And the way you do that is by 

having a bigger “yes” burning inside. The enemy of the “best” is often the “good.” 

~ Stephen R. Covey  

 

There is nothing so useless as doing efficiently that which should not be done at all. 

- Peter F. Drucker  

 

The key is not to prioritize your schedule but to schedule your priorities. 

~ Stephen R. Covey   

Action expresses priorities.  -  Mohandas Gandhi 
 
Decide what you want, decide what you are willing to exchange for it. Establish your 
priorities and go to work.  –H.L. Hunt 
 

 
I learned that we can do anything, but we can't do everything... at least not at the same 
time. So think of your priorities not in terms of what activities you do, but when you do 
them. Timing is everything. – Dan Millman 
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Don't tell me where your priorities are. Show me where you spend your money and I'll tell 
you what they are.    -  James W. Frick  

 
Success is only another form of failure is we forget what our priorities should be.  
           – Harry Lloyd 
 
To comprehend a man's life, it is necessary to know not merely what he does but also what 
he purposely leaves undone. There is a limit to the work that can be got out of a human 
body or a human brain, and he is a wise man who wastes no energy on pursuits for which 
he is not fitted; and he is still wiser who, from among the things he can do well, chooses and 
resolutely follows the best.     - William Gladstone 

 
There is never enough time to do everything, 
but there is always enough time  
to do the most important thing. 
    - Brian Tracy, Eat that Frog 

 
There are a million ways  
to lose a work day,  
but not even a single way  
to get one back.   
 - Tom DeMarco and Timothy Lister 

 
Be master of your petty annoyances and conserve your energies for the big, worthwhile 
things. It isn't the mountain ahead that wears you out - it's the grain of sand in your shoe.    

- Robert Service              
 

Don’t waste your breath proclaiming what’s really important to you. How you spend your 
time says it all.  - Eric Zorn 

 
It's not so much how busy you are, but why you are busy. The bee is praised. The mosquito 
is swatted. - Mary O'Connor 

 
The chief cause of failure and unhappiness is trading what you want most for what you 
want now.  - Zig Ziglar 

 
It's incredibly easy to get caught up in an activity trap, in the busy-ness of life, to work 
harder and harder at climbing the ladder of success only to discover it's leaning against the 
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wrong wall. It is possible to be busy - very busy - without being very effective.  - Stephen 
Covey 

 
You can get control of your tasks and activities only to the degree that you stop doing some 
things and start spending more time on the few activities that can really make a difference 
in your life. - Brian Tracy 

 
The essence of the best thinking in the area of time management can be captured in a 
single phrase: Organize and execute around priorities. - Stephen Covey 

 
Being busy is most often used as a guise for avoiding the few critically important but 
uncomfortable actions. - Timothy Ferriss 

 
Being overwhelmed is often as unproductive as doing nothing, and is far more unpleasant. Being 
selective - doing less - is the path of the productive. Focus on the important few and ignore the rest. 
-  Timothy Ferriss 

 
There can be no happiness if the things we believe in are different from the things we do.  - Freya 
Stark 
 
The bad news is time flies.  
The good news is you're the pilot.   - Michael Althsuler 
 
Time management is a bit of a misnomer.   
It isn’t time that we need to manage.  We need to manage ourselves.  - Stephen Covey 
 
It has been my observation that most people get ahead during the time that others waste time. 
 - Henry Ford   
 
Perhaps the very best question that you can memorize and repeat, over and over, is, “what is the 
most valuable use of my time right now?” 
 - Brian Tracy 
 
 
It is surprising what a man can do when he has to, and how little most men will do when they don't 
have to. - Walter Linn 
 
Your world is perfectly organized to create the behavior you've got.  -  Joseph Grenny 
 
Things which matter most must never be at the mercy of things that matter least. – Johann Goethe 
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